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Bulletin Editor Wanted

We shall continue your legacy...

Your
Federation

is need of a
 Bulletin Editor.

If you have the skills or
interest (or both), please send

an email to efmlsinc@gmail.com 

-Orange is the New....

* I n  R e m e m b r a n c e  o f  C a r o l y n  W e i n b e r g e r *

The June 2019 issue of Rock&Gem will have a special tribute to Carolyn in the Picks & Pans Section

I met Carolyn and Steve about 20 years ago when I starting to get involved in Federation Shows and Conventions.  
From the beginning, Carolyn was always smiling and there to help or guide.  The energizer Bunny!!!  If I had a question on 
how to do something, Carolyn was always straight forward with an answer and if she didn’t know the answer she would 
always get back to me.  If I needed an answer, that’s where I would go.  In 2009, Jeanette an I went to Wildacres for 
judging school and there was Carolyn welcoming, helping and Giving support to the new attendees.

Sometimes over the past years, I would also feel the brunt of her 
questioning asking why I haven’t done this or why didn’t you advertise your field 
trip in the newsletter, you need to get that information out to everyone!  Carolyn 
was always looking out for the membership as a whole, making sure things went 
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Coming in the regular May issue:  

Carolyn served our Federation for
    many years as Bulletin Editor.
      At the Annual Convention,
         we will hold an election
           for her position which

is a 2 year term.

- Results of EFMLS News Survey
-Who Needs a Name Badge?

Contributions in Carolyn's memory may be sent to Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society: 100 Painters Mill Road, Suite 800
Owings Mills, MD 21117 or go to https://www.lls.org/
othly and correctly.  A great contributor to the hobby.  In my opinion we h
 many members that have contributed much to the AFMS over the years. I
k Carolyn was the clay that molded and strengthened the American Federa
ineralogical Societies over the past 20 years.
NK YOU CAROLYN

~ Doug True, 2019 AFMS President
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<davidnock@gmail.com>

Ellery Borow
1st VICE PRESIDENT

207-547-3154

Carl Miller
2nd VICE PRESIDENT 

804-310-8762
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Bev Eisenacher
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EDITOR (Open)

Passing to the Federation Eternal 
~ Mary Bateman, Bulletin Editors Advisory Chair & EFMLS Past President

It is with great sorrow that we note the passing of Carolyn Weinberger on 
March 25.  Carolyn was dedicated to the newsletters she edited including EFMLS 
News.  She was the longest serving BEAC Judge, sometimes judging in more than 
one category.  She was a dedicated judge and even when in treatment the past 
couple years, would do her judging from her hospital bed.  Carolyn judged in 
many categories over the years, however, her favorite was New Editors, where she 
was dedicated to help new editors in their new role so they could become trophy 
winners in later years.  Many of you are in that category and went on to become 
top winners in the annual BEAC contest, and some even won top prizes in the 
AFMS National Contest.  Carolyn was always willing to assist wherever she could.  
She served as chair and on many EFMLS and AFMS committees such as the 
Auction Committee, Eastern Foundation Fund, Bulletin Editors Advisory 
Committee, etc.  Each February/March she would publish the EFMLS Directory, 
no small task.  Along with her husband Steve, Carolyn could always be found at 
both the AFMS and EFMLS Conventions, Wildacres and numerous club shows 
around the Federation.  There is undoubtedly not a club nor officer in the EFMLS 
that has not been touched by Carolyn in one way or another.  Carolyn’s historical 
knowledge of the EFMLS, AFMS and many clubs; wit; enthusiasm and personality 
cannot be replace and will be greatly missed.  May she rest in peace.  

In Remembrance:

We have all lost not only a 
valuable friend and mentor, but a 
great supporter of our hobby.

 ~Donna Moore, AFMS Secretary

Carolyn will be greatly missed. 
What a great friend, teacher and 
lady!        ~Dawn Johnson, CG&MS

Dawn Johnsson had the joy of 
presenting Carolyn with the well-

deserved 2018 Grace Robinson Award

She was the center and the glue of the club for many years.  For the show she did the flyers, 
mailing list, info booth, rock hound quiz, display cases for the club and her own work.  For 
class planning she was on the committee, did the mail list for that as well.  She had a 
leadership role on board for many years and took notes and minutes a lot of the time.  Of 
course the award winning newsletter.  She really had a hand in everything for a long time 
and did her best to be a good mentor and steward.

~ Pam Jeffries, Past President- Gem Cutters Guild of Baltimore

~ EFMLS Past President Hazel & Marv Remaley

She loved dogs....
No story would be complete of the life and times of Carolyn without including her 
poodles. One set back were Sir Barkley and Caesar both of whom she often 
mentioned in her articles in the Federation newsletters.  Then as a replacement 
came Mocha.  They were the loves of Carolyn's life and when traveling she was 
always concerned on how they were getting on boarded at home.

          ~ Bob Livingston, EFMLS Past President

Our story about Carolyn follows ----

While at the 2007 EFMLS convention in Newark, NY hosted by the Wayne 
County Gem & Mineral Club we had our beagle , Roxi with us.  Carolyn knew that 
she would be with us, so  being the dog lover that she was, she brought dog biscuits 
with her.  Roxi got very familiar with Carolyn and being a beagle she sniffed her out 
looking for the treats.  After that visit way back then every time I spoke to Carolyn, 
she would ask about Roxi .  We lost our Roxi last August and Carolyn was one of 
the first I talked to about our loss.  Not only was Carolyn a great friend to all  
"Rockhounds," but she was a great friend to our "hound."

Dalia
Highlight
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My first formal meeting with 
Carolyn was at the last convention held in 
Delaware.  Carolyn, as I remembered from 
my first encounter, which was the year 
before at the convention held in Bristol, 
CT, was a force to be reckoned with!

Over the years, and as I moved up 
the ladder, I regularly turned to Carolyn 
for advice.  She was my mentor!  Over the 
years, Carolyn often poked me to get 
something done, such as, write a newsletter 
article or select the recipient of the Jury of 
Awards.

Both Carolyn and Steve have been 
instrumental in the success of our 
organization.  They are the leaders in our 
band!  They both held various 
instrumental positions in AMFS, EFMLS 
and Wildacres.  They wore several 
different hats for multitude of years.   

I know I will miss Carolyn.  I will 
miss her sitting at the Annual Meeting and 
either sternly speaking or cracking a joke.  
I will miss being able to ask her advice or 
opinion on several matters. 

It is with much sadness that I say 
goodbye to the person, who although 
stood small in stature, was a giant in 
stature for her devotion and reputation to 
the hobby that she – and all her Federation 
family so love.

      ~ Cheryl Neary, 
Reg II - Regional Vice President 
EFMLS Past President

Carolyn with Steve by her side..... It's improbable she could have achieved all that she did without him
     Maybe the greatest Rock Power Couple of all time!
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For sure to those of us who had the privilege 
of leading EFMLS for a year, Carolyn made sure we 
did not wander too far into Trouble Land and always 
was there to give solid, reassuring answers.

You have to realize that Carolyn was a school 
principal in Maryland so she had to be firm at times 
but always clear in her message.  Underneath all 
that, she truly had a Heart of Gold.

Look at just some of what she had on her 
plate month after month, year after year -- Edited her 
club's Gem Cutters News, Ditto for EFMLS News and 
AFMS Newsletter, Eastern's Annual Directory of Clubs, 
all of which had deadlines which she adhered to 
faithfully.  She maintained and while watching TV in 
the long Winter, would have a second set of eyes 
culling out and updating her club's Pikesville Show 
mailing list.

The Greatest "GO To" Person of our times -- Carolyn Weinberger!...

She and Steve were regulars at Wildacres for about as long as I can remember -- a good thirty 
years at minimum.  She was a Champ at seeking and reporting all the news and then some in the 
famous "Prospector" daily newsletter there.  Carolyn and Steve regularly attended the Rochester 
Mineralogical Symposium going back into the 1990s and both were right in there most every available 
hour peering into their microscopes in the Micro "playroom" as it was fondly called.  Many of the neat 
Microphotographs featured on the Weinberger's holiday card were discovered there and sometimes 
leading Steve to a super one.  Carolyn was known by name by most there.  Over the years she made 
many close friends at RMS.   A year ago, she wanted to go so bad that she twisted her Oncologists arm 
to let her make the 5 day trek.  In so doing she was able to say Hi and Goodbye probably to many at 
the annual Symposium.
    Tucson in February -- a Fav of hers.  She had oodles of friends out there and going back quite a 
ways, she and Steve made the long cross-country drive there every Winter.  Was frequently seen 
bending the ear of Bob Jones there.  Carolyn could cut quite the stone and appreciated fine faceting 
workmanship even more.  There was not much in the way of new faceting rough or neat minerals they 
did not see in the myriad of shows in Tucson, and if wanted bad enough, buy whilst there. 

    Thousands will miss your kind and caring ways Carolyn Weinberger, including me and Joan.   
     ~  Respectfully,  Bob Livingston, EFMLS Past President

At the Atlantic Micromounters’ Conference 2014

Carolyn 
inspired me to 

become an 
editor, as well 
as mentor my  
daughter who 
designed our 
club website.

Photo & 
caption by  ~

Kathy Hrechka
Editor, MNCA

2015 Chesapeake Gem & Mineral Society Board of 
Directors.  Photo by Rebecca Kays
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Tribute to Carolyn Weinberger-

 ~ Shirley Leeson, friend and partner in all good things we did.

     Carolyn and I go back to a time when instant communication was just starting.  When editors exchanged newsletters 
and met in person at the national shows at the Editor’s Breakfast.  We began by exchanging bulletins, and met over those 
many years at Editor’s events.  All the while, we rose through our own regional organizations, and began our 
involvement in national affairs.  At the national show in Boise, Idaho, 1997 – I introduced the Bulletin Editors Hall of Fame 
and gave recognition to those Editors we had all come to love and admire.  Carolyn was at the top of the list for the 
Eastern Federation.  She eventually took over the position as I needed to move on.  This program is still going on, thanks 
to Carolyn.
     The involvement of Carolyn and Steve at Wildacres was monumental.  They enthusiastically urged me to attend and 
when the opportunity to help create the Judges Training program at Wildacres came along, I was right there in the 
middle with Carolyn and Steve making the whole thing work like a well oiled mechanism.  The drive down from 
Carolyn’s house to Wildacres each year I attended, was also something special.  They always stopped half way down, 
and people from all over the Eastern seaboard flocked to connect there before their final sweep into Wildacres.  The 
Chinese Restaurant at this stop was like a homecoming and the folks at the restaurant gave us a huge banquet room in 
the back.  Good memories.  We visited each year at Tucson, where Carolyn and Steve joined the Tucson Gem and 
Mineral Society and participated in helping in all the events there.  She and Steve greeted people from all over the 
country and even many of those international visitors who repeated their visits each year.  Their involvement in the 
AFMS came through Carolyn’s interest in Editors.  Steve began working with the various committees, so that when Henry 
Bonar stepped down as Central Office, Steve stepped smoothly into the position.  I can’t remember the year Carolyn 
became the AFMS Newsletter editor, but it was some time during this era.  They have been a fixture for so long that 
AFMS really means "Carolyn and Steve."  Their work for the AFMS has been monumental and will live on forever.  And 
Steve even had time to become AFMS president along with his duties as Central Office.  Carolyn was a Regional Vice 
President on numerous occasions representing the Eastern Federation.
     Carolyn, Diane Dare and I were asked to create something special for the AFMS’s 50th Anniversary.  We decided on a 
booklet with all the Past Presidents and some of the things that went on during those presidencies.  We contacted those 
Past Presidents still living, and families of those who had passed on, asking for something personal from them for an 
permanent exhibit.  And memories of their term of office.  The booklet was released at Jackson, Mississippi October 17 – 
19, 1997.  In 2002 Steve served as AFMS President.  He proposed a new AFMS Recognition Award, to be presented to 
someone who had served the AFMS far beyond what was expected in the Operating Procedures or in other areas serving 
the AFMS.  The first recipient was June Culp Zeitner, and Steve and Carolyn drove by her home in South Dakota and 
presented the Award personally…  That’s how Carolyn and Steve were, prepared, down to the last detail.

Carolyn will always be in our hearts……

     In 2009 Doc Bob Carlson, Past President of the AFMS (2007) 
awarded Carolyn and Steve with the AFMS Recognition Award.  I 
can’t say it any better that what Bob said, “This year’s selection 
cannot be hidden when accomplishments are enumerated.  
Therefore I wish to announce that this years award goes to a 
couple: Steve and Carolyn Weinberger.  Steve was AFMS 
President in 2001-02.  He took over the Central Office in 2004, and 
had done a yeoman’s job.  Carolyn became AFMS in 1999 and 
continued to serve in that position today.  Together, this couple 
has provided the AFMS with Communication and Organization, 
without which the AFMS could not exist.”  Since then they have 
served the AFMS with good humor, advice and strength, I will 
miss Carolyn terribly, it is a hole in my heart, and my thoughts 
and prayers go out to Steve and their beautiful poodle, Mocha, in 
his time of sorrow.

CG&MS Holiday Party, Carolyn & Lynne Emery

~ Shirley Leeson,  AFMS Past President, AFMS Past Historian
and collector of chamber pots, due to Carolyn and Steve and others.
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 A Funny Story
~ Bernie & Lynne Emery, Chesapeake Gem & Mineral Society

   My husband Bernie Emery and I met at a gem show 34 years ago.  We joined a couple 
of Baltimore gem clubs a year later and have been extremely active with them since. 
(Bernie was inducted into the Hall of Fame last May)
We have been friends and worked with the Weinbergers for over 30 years. 
Though Bernie and I have this hobby together we are VERY different personalities.  Subsequently we 
fight a lot, and of course I am usually right.  However, I have no trouble admitting, on the few 
occasions, when Bernie is right. Our close friends know this.
   Several years ago Bernie, Carolyn and myself were walking down the hill at Wildacres  (I don't 
remember the subject) when I said "Bernie was right."  The three of us laughed.  Then a few steps more 
and surprisingly, I again said "Bernie was right."  Carolyn stopped dead in her tracks with her eyes 
wide as saucers, and laughing said "this has to go into the newsletter."  She was our editor and  
indeed when we got home she put it in the next newsletter.  That has kind of been "our thing" ever 
since.
   This past February, Bernie and I were going through a very stressful situation and somehow "Bernie 
was right."  I knew Carolyn was in the hospital and not doing well, so I decided to text that to her to 
give her a laugh.  She emailed back later "you crazy two."
   Denise and Dennis Nelson were riding with us coming back from the cemetery after Carolyn's funeral. 
The strangest part is that I had just told them about this fun thing between us.  And damn if Bernie 
wasn't right.  I think it was about directions, but Bernie was right two more times, a total of three 
within a half an hour.  And I shouted out to Carolyn each time and we all laughed. 
I will always give her a shout out when Bernie is right.

Wildacres 2017

Another introduction

     ~ Betsy Oberheim, Each One Teach One Awards Chair,  
EFMLS Past President

When I first met Carolyn, I attended an EFMLS convention 
in the mid-90's.  At the Crackerbarrel,  this little lady with the big 
authoritative voice would pop up , settle a question or comment, and 
pop back down,,, later I learned just how marvelously authoritative 
she was.  I was in awe of her knowledge,  and control,  it was as if I 
had met the President of the US.  Later when I was President, she was 
my guru, guide, and yes, very firm Boss!!  She knew how 
inexperienced I was and made sure I was doing everything I needed 
to.  I never could have done it without her, and I just don't know how 
the EFMLS will make it without her.  We all will miss our Queen, but 
she has trained us well and we can only hope to fill her shoes!!!

I first met Carolyn at the 2010 convention. I got to know her better the next few years when I became 
my club's newsletter editor.  She was a very intelligent lady who knew what and how things needed to be done.  
I really began to appreciate her my first year as EFMLS Secretary.  The President that year wanted to do an 
expensive mail poll of the directors that was contrary to the changing the bylaws.  I worked with him to try to 
explain things.  I also consulted with Steve and Carolyn to be sure of my reading of the bylaws and that I was on 
firm ground.  Carolyn supported and encouraged me.  She was my cheerleader- a side of her I had not seen 
before!  Eventually, I refused to do the mailing and informed the executive board of that decision and the 
reasons for it.  At the convention, after the Editors breakfast, Carolyn stood in front of me, with her arms crossed 
over her chest, and gave me the LOOK!  Those of you who knew her know that look. She told me in her serious, 
no nonsense voice that they had held an executive board meeting the night before and had decided to make 
me Secretary for life!

~ Bev Eisenacher, EFMLS Secretary
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Reflections of Carolyn

Steve & Carolyn's interests and actions, while not identical, form a cohesive whole covering a wide spectrum of mineral-related activity. For more than fifteen years, they have 
served in Board positions in both the Micro Mineralogists of the National Capital Area and the Baltimore Mineral Society. Both have also held positions in other mineral 
groups, including the Eastern Federation of Mineral and Lapidary Societies (EFMLS) and the American Federation of Mineral Societies (AFMS), in some cases for up to 35 
years. Steve is a Past President of both the EFMLS and AFMS, and Carolyn has been editor of their newsletters for many years. Both have taught micro-mounting classes at 
the EFMLS Wildacres Workshops, and are major organizers of the program there. They have also been honored with awards from the EFMLS, AFMS, and other mineral 
organizations for services rendered. They are spread across the entire spectrum of the mineral hobby, and not restricted to micro-mounts, but it is certain that neither the 
Atlantic nor the Paul Desautels Conferences would be in their current states of health without the contributions of the Weinbergers. Add to that the years of work done on The 
International Directory of Micromounters, and the evidence in support of their inclusion in the Hall of Fame is incontrovertible. Steve and Carolyn Weinberger have earned 
their election to the Micromounters’ Hall of Fame.”  

She created followers and trained others to use their 
hands.  Some took her instruction to new heights.

2014 CGMC Picnic

2014 CGMC Holiday Party

2012 CGMC Holiday Party 2005 Award to Johny Johnsson

2016 with Andy Herman

Submitted by ~ Mike Seeds, BMS, Professor of Astronomy

Quote from the Micromounter Hall of Fame citation by Quintin Wright
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-Carolyn presenting another AFMS Award-
Ronna Watkins, NWMF receiving a Certificate of Excellence Award

Just a few Notes....

The Eastern Federation would like to 
thank the following members for their 
contributions to this Special Edition of 

the EFMLS News

Mary Bateman
Bernie & Lynne Emory

Bev Eisenacher
Pam Jeffries

Johnny & Dawn Johnsson
Bob Jones

Shirley Leeson
Bob Livingston

Carl Miller
Donna Moore
Cheryl Neary

Betsy Oberheim
Hazel & Marv Remaley

Mike Seeds
Helen Serras-Herman

Doug True
Tuscarora Lapidary Society

&
Anyone we failed to 

mention (our apologies)

Cheryl Neary has proposed during the EFMLS Annual 
Convention in Goshen, NY that we would like to start 
a Scholarship in the name of Carolyn & Steve.

     As we close on this chapter of history in our 
Federation, the thought of a separate or special edition 
came to us upon the realization of an impact one person 
can make.  Many of us make levels of contribution and 
some go above and beyond.
   A person who has given much of their life's work to us 
and provided information as Editor for so many years 
and countless editions of Newsletters for several 
organizations, we know that a Newsletter dedicated to 
her memory- just can't do justice to what she has given 
us.
   Please accept our humble attempt to try and honor 
her for her dedication to the hobby we hold dear to our 
heart.

Goodbye Carolyn...

About this issue

Always Sincerly,
David Nock

2018-19 EFMLS President
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